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Introduction

The UAE Ministry of Education, Higher Education Affairs, is pleased to announce the launch of
Collaborative Research Program Grant 2019. The aim of this grant is to build research teams of
scale, focusing on an integrated research program capable of applying scientific excellence to the
advancement of knowledge for the benefit of the UAE. This funding scheme seeks to encourage
researchers to pursue original and ambitious research questions through the provision of multi-
annual funding.

Working in partnership with UAE higher education institutions (HEIS), it offers a three-year grant
aid to research teams to support the hiring of research personnel, purchase of consumables,
presentation at conferences, peer publication of results in conformity with best international
practice in their disciplines, and stakeholder engagement.

While the salaries of Principal Investigators (PIs) will not be covered in whole or in part by the
grant, as a part of this grant scheme the UAE Ministry of Education will consider collaboration
with HEIs in the attraction of leading international scholars to locate in the UAE. This will take
the form of supplementing the personal benefits package offered by the HEI with a range of
research supports.

This scheme is designed to encourage collaboration among researchers resulting in the
development of research capability critical mass in the focus areas of the UAE Science,
Technology and Innovation Policy.

Cross-cutting, multidisciplinary approaches to addressing open research questions are best suited
to achieving novel results. With this in mind, applicants are encouraged to recognize the value in
taking a holistic approach to multidisciplinary in team formation.

A collaborative approach to delivery of a research program over the timeframe of award associated
with this scheme provides an ideal environment for mentoring emerging faculty. Accordingly,
applicants are encouraged to identify and include Emirati emerging faculty in the team. These
may be included under the heading of postdoctoral researcher (for recent PhD graduates) or
Investigators (for those with experience post PhD, either as a postdoctoral researcher or through
relevant work experience).

A mentoring plan will need to be submitted as part of the proposal and peer reviewers will be
asked to assess the quality of this plan.

Theme

It should be recognized that the optimal approach to delivery of intended outcomes may come
from the application of methodologies associated with one of the R&D fields listed in Table 1.
Proposals should show their relevance to at least one of the UAE Science, Technology, and
Innovation Policy focus areas that are listed in Table 2.



Table 1: R&D fields

Board Classification

Second-level Classification

1. Natural sciences

1.1 Mathematics

1.2 Computer and information sciences

1.3 Physical sciences

1.4 Chemical sciences

1.5 Earth and related environmental sciences
1.6 Biological sciences

1.7 Other natural sciences

2. Engineering and
technology

2.1 Civil engineering

2.2 Electrical engineering, electronic engineering,
information engineering

2.3 Mechanical engineering

2.4 Chemical engineering

2.5 Materials engineering

2.6 Medical engineering

2.7 Environmental engineering

2.8 Environmental biotechnology

2.9 Industrial biotechnology

2.10 Nano-technology

2.110ther engineering and technologies

3. Medical and health
sciences

3.1 Basic medicine

3.2 Clinical medicine

3.3 Health sciences

3.4 Medical biotechnology
3.5 Other medical sciences

4. Agricultural and
veterinary sciences

4.1 Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries
4.2 Animal and dairy science

4.3 Veterinary science

4.4 Agricultural biotechnology

4.5 Other agricultural sciences

5. Social sciences

5.1 Psychology and cognitive sciences
5.2 Economics and business

5.3 Education

5.4 Sociology

5.5 Law

5.6 Political science

5.7 Social and economic geography
5.8 Media and communications

5.9 Other social sciences

6. Humanities and the
arts

6.1 History and archaeology

6.2 Languages and literature

6.3 Philosophy, ethics and religion

6.4 Arts (arts, history of arts, performing arts, music)
6.5 Other humanities




Table 2: UAE Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy Focus Areas

UAE Science, Technology, and Innovation Strategy Policy Areas
e Education Innovation and Technology e Architecture and Urban Design
e Health Information Technology and e Arabic Digital Technology
Bioinformatics
e Smart City Applications and Solutions e Financial Services Technology
e Biotechnology and Genomics e Petroleum Geosciences
e Water Management and Economics o Internet of Things and Big Data
e Solar and Alternative Energy e Additive Manufacturing (3D
Technology Systems Printing)
e Space Sciences e Advanced Building and
Construction Materials
e CubeSats and Nanosatellites e Food Security
e Cybersecurity e Commercial Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles
e Semiconductor Process Development e Autonomous Vehicles
e Robotics and Artificial Intelligence e Transportation Logistics, Analytics
and Security
e Public Health Non-Communicable e Aerospace Advanced Materials,
Diseases and Wellness Manufacturing, Maintenance and
Testing
Duration

Grants will be of three years’ duration and shall commence within six months of issue of the formal
letter of award. The time between formal award and commencement is designed to enable the
award recipient and host institution to make arrangements for securing supports — such as the
engagement of research personnel — critical to the conduct of the project. The team will be required
to submit annual reports demonstrating satisfactory performance.

Timelines

The important dates for the Collaborative Research Program Grant 2019 are:
12 September 2019 Call for Proposals
22 October 2019 Deadline to Submit Proposals (electronic)
17 December 2019 Announcement of the Winning Projects



Evaluation

Proposals will be evaluated along two dimensions: peer review of the scientific merit of the
proposal using assessments by global experts located outside the UAE; and an assessment of the
complementarity of the host institution contribution with the needs of the project. A weighting of
90% will be given to the peer review and 10% to the institutional assessment

For the peer review, postal reviews will be secured from at least two experts, based outside the
UAE, in fields of research associated with the application. These assessments may be
supplemented with site visits and interviews with shortlisted applicants prior to final assessment
and ranking.

Peer review assessment criteria (90 %):

e Quality of the Research Proposal 45%
e Track Record of Research Team 30%
e Impact of the Research Program 15%

Institutional partnership assessment factors (10 %0):

e The capacity to reduce the teaching loads of successful applicant Pls to levels compatible
with the needs of the research program.

e Evidence that the collaboration will contribute to optimizing infrastructure utilization
across universities.

e Initiatives to enhance administrative support pathways to eliminate blockages and delays.

e Training environment provides the potential for broadening and strengthening trainees’
ability to conduct innovative and substantive research (for Emirati researchers especially)

e Cash Contribution.

Funding

The upper limit on funding is AED7,500,000 over three years for any program proposal. Subject
to adherence with the General Terms & Conditions, the grant can be used to engage personnel
(Investigators, Collaborators, and Research Personnel/Students), purchase consumables, support
travel and publication. It may also be used to enable engagement with stakeholders, who may
benefit from the output of the research, with a view to securing their partnership and support for
future research endeavor.

It is envisaged that PhD students will form approximately 50% of the total personnel complement
of the team. Applications may include provision for the funding of Master’s students. However, it
must be demonstrated how this contributes to enhancement of labor market skills relevant to future
needs of the UAE economy and aids in the development of the pipeline for PhD students.

Scale

Collaborative programs may differ in scale and scope. In general, it is expected that each program
will be have one P1 and three-to-five Co-Pls. If the Pl is not clearly identified, the first Co-PlI listed
will be considered as the PI. Cross-institutional membership of research program teams is



encouraged but it is expected that the program will have a joint physical site enabling regular
interaction among research personnel.

Research programs of critical mass provide attractive research training sites. The Collaborative
Research Program Grant scheme is designed to be a catalyst to achieving the national goal of
tripling the number of full-time PhD students in UAE universities. Accordingly, applicant
teams will be expected to set ambitious targets for growing PhD numbers.

Eligibility

The PI, to be designated as the lead of the research program, must hold a faculty appointment in
an HEI licensed by the UAE Ministry of Education. The Co-Pls must be employed in the UAE in
a role where at least 20% of their time can be devoted to research. This role can be in education,
government, or industry. The P1 and the Co-Pls must come from institutes that are located in UAE,
and a supporting letter from said institutes must be provided for their participation in the proposed
application.

Application Requirements
Applications must complete the Collaborative Research Program Grant Application Form and
submit the following:

- Application form, which includes:
o Project Description
o Supporting letters from institutes of Pl and Co-Pls
o Statements of Pl and Co-Pls
o Host institute supporting letter, which must be signed by the Vice President for
Research (or Senior Officer delegated such responsibilities where a HEI does not
have a VP Research) of the licensed HEI which will host the Collaborative Program
o Budget Justification
- Breakdown of the budget

Partnership
The Collaborative Research Program scheme operates as a partnership between the UAE Ministry
of Education and HEIs. The formal contract of award between the UAE Ministry of Education and
the host HEI will include the contribution in cash and in-kind that the host HEI is making to the
specific program.

The host HEI will need to confirm the support of the institution’s leadership for the project and
outline the steps that will facilitate the application success (host institute responsibilities can be
found here). The Collaborative Research Program will lead to identifiable spillover benefits to host
HEIs — the letter of support from HEI leadership should identify where these are likely to occur.

Output

The project plan ought to indicate a roadmap to publication and conference presentation.
Reviewers will assess the feasibility and likelihood of achieving the key performance indicators



associated with the roadmap. The output roadmap should also indicate the steps to be taken to
ensure that foreground intellectual property will identified and protected.

Economic & Societal Impact

Applicants will be required to submit an impact statement detailing how the research program will
support the achievement of the relevance of this research to serving society and meeting the UAE
Science, Technology and Innovation Policy.

To Apply

To apply, please submit the application requirements through the following link
https://edas.info/newPaper.php?c=26411. Proposals not in compliance with any details or guidelines
specified in this document, or the Collaborative Research Program Grant Terms and Conditions,
will not be eligible for an award and will be returned without review.

For further information, please check the Collaborative Research Program Grant 2019 Guide
which can be found in the compressed file: CRPG2019_Guide_EN. If you have any enquiries,
please contact the Research Grants Team at the Ministry of Education Higher Education Affairs
through: research@moe.gov.ae
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