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Questions: 

I. Reading  

Text 1 

Read the following text and answer the questions below.   

Paragraph 

1 

1. After six years with the company, Bob Johnson lost his job. Bob hadn’t done anything wrong. On the contrary, he was a good 

worker, but his company was cutting its workforce. Workforce cutbacks were a common occurrence in the early 1990s. In 

response, career experts developed tips for holding on to a job: 

Paragraph 

2 

Make sure everyone knows you. Being a good worker is sometimes less important than making sure that people know you are a 

good worker. Volunteer for new responsibilities, push your ideas, and generally make yourself visible. 

Paragraph 

3 

Accept challenge. Through challenge you will prove that you are a reliable and trustful worker. It is a good idea to step away from 

your comfort zone to explore new horizons. If you settle into a routine and play it safe all the time, you will never get ahead in 

your job. "If you always do what you have always done, you will get what you have already got." 

Paragraph 

4 

Be positive. Add value every day.  Come to work with a great attitude, enjoy what you do, and do it to the best of your ability 

every single day.  Ask your coworkers and managers how you can help them.  Give constructive feedback and help your team with 

changes for the better. People who find things to complain about are a lot less popular than people who find things to praise. 

Paragraph 

5 

Take Initiative/Responsibility. Offering solutions to problems in a constructive manner, as well as standing up and taking 

responsibility for mistakes you have made, go a long way in catching an employer's attention. Do not wait for duties to be assigned 

to you. 

Paragraph 

6 

Impress your boss. You can often impress your boss by arriving early and working late, and by dressing in a businesslike way even 

if others dress casually. In this case you will make yourself so valuable that the company will not want to lose you. 
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Questions: 

Circle the most suitable answer from a, b, c or d. 

 

1. This text would most probably be seen in a/an _________. 

a. autobiography   b. encyclopedia  c. sports leaflet   d. career  journal 
 

2. The purpose of this text is to _________. 

a. give advice    b. debate an issue  c. narrate a story   d. request information  
 

3. What makes experts develop the tips mentioned above? 

a. What happened to Bob  b. Workforce cutbacks  c. Harsh employers     d. Lazy workers 
 

4. The word generally in Paragraph 2 is a/an _________. 

a. verb     b. noun   c. adverb    d. adjective 
 

5. In Paragraph 3, the employees who accept challenge _________. 

a. show that they are hesitant  b. do their routine work c. keep to themselves   d. find new ideas  
 

6. The OPPOSITE of the word reliable in Paragraph 3 is _________. 

a. unbelievable    b. unemployable   c. undependable   d. uncomfortable  
 

7. The word praise in Paragraph 4 likely means __________. 

a. reject    b. admire    c. choose     d. change 
 

8. The bosses at workplace are usually impressed by __________. 

a. late workers     b. assigned duties  c. dressing casually   d. respecting time 
 

9. The employee who is LEAST likely to lose his job is __________. 

a. Albert, who always waits for assigned duties.    b. George, who always sticks himself to the routine work. 

c. Bill, who always finds something good to say about his department. d. Carl, who always keeps his opinions about the 

department to himself. 
 

10. In which paragraph would the following sentence BEST fit? 

     "Look around to see what needs to be done and do it." 

a. Paragraph 1    b. Paragraph 2   c. Paragraph 4    d. Paragraph 5 
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Text 2 

Read the following text and answer the questions below.   

Paragraph 

1 

In the town of Lampang in northern Thailand, there is an unusual group of musicians. They 

play many different kinds of music, everything from traditional Thai songs to music by 

Beethoven. Both children and adults love this group. What makes them so popular? Is it their 

music? Their looks? Yes, it is both of these things, but it is also something else; they are 

elephants! 

 

Paragraph 

2 

1. These musical elephants started at the Thai Elephant Conservation Centre (TECC) in 

Lampang. The TECC protects elephants. It teaches people to understand and care for these 

huge, but gentle animals. And, like many zoos around the world, the TECC encourages 

elephants to paint.  
2.  

Paragraph 

3 

Richard Lair works with the TECC. He knows a lot about elephants. He says some of the 

animals’ paintings are very good. But, in fact, elephants hear better than they see. And so he 

had an idea: if elephants are intelligent and they have good hearing, maybe they can play 

music. To test his idea, Lair and a friend started the Thai Elephant Orchestra. During a 

performance, the elephants play a variety of instruments, including the drums and the 

xylophone. The animals also use their voice and trunks to make sounds.  

 

Paragraph 

4 

But can elephants really make music properly? Yes, says Lair. They are very creative. Humans 

encourage the animals to play, but the elephants make their own songs; they do not just copy 

their trainers or other people. There are now CDs of the groups’ music, which earn money for 

the TECC. And the music these artists create is pretty amazing.  

 

Paragraph 

5 

Do you like to know more about these amazing elephants? Every November, thousands of 

people watch elephants dance and play soccer at the Surin Elephant Round Up Festival in 

Thailand.  
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Questions: 

Circle the most suitable answer from a, b, c or d. 

 

11. This text is mainly about __________. 

a. an unusual orchestra    b. Thai traditions   c. Richard Lair   d. the TECC 
 

12. The word care in Paragraph 2 is a/an __________. 

a. noun     b. verb     c. adjective    d. adverb 
 

13. Why did Richard Lair start the Thai Elephant Orchestra? 

a. He had heard the elephants playing music.     b. He needed to make money for the TECC. 

c. He believed elephants could play music.     d. He wanted to be on TV in Thailand. 
 

14. The root of the word performance in Paragraph 3 is __________. 

a. perform     b. performed    c. performer    d. performable 
 

15. The word amazing in Paragraph 4 likely means __________. 

a. famous     b. careful     c. regular    d. wonderful 
 

16. According to the text, the TECC aims at __________. 

a. conserving endangered animals b. protecting zoo animals  c. caring for elephants   d. earning money 
 

17. Which of the following statements about elephants is NOT TRUE? 

a. They can dance and paint.  b. They are popular in Thailand. c. They see better than they hear. d. They play different 

musical instruments. 

 

Complete the following table with information from Paragraph 5. 
 

 The Surin Elephant Round Up Festival 

Place Time Elephants' Activities 

- Thailand 18. _______________ 

19. _______________________ 
 

20. _______________________ 
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Answers: 

 
Text 1 

 

1. d (career  journal) 

2. a (give advice) 

3. b (Workforce cutbacks) 

4. c (adverb) 

5. d (find new ideas) 

6. c (undependable) 

7. b (admire) 

8. a (respecting time) 

9. c (Bill, who always finds something good to say about his department.) 

10. d (Paragraph 5) 

 

 

Text 2 

 

11. a (an unusual orchestra) 

12. b (verb) 

13. c (He believed elephants could play music.) 

14. a (perform) 

15. d (wonderful) 

16. c (caring for elephants) 

17. b (They see better than they hear.) 

18.   November 

19 – 20   (They) dance/dancing - (They) play/playing soccer  (In Any Order) 
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II. Writing  

1. Sentence Writing  

Write TWO meaningful simple sentences and THREE compound or complex sentences about the pictures below.  

You may use connectives such as and, but, so, yet, …etc. 

 

 
Picture 1    Picture 2 

 

1. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. Essay Writing  

Write an essay of about 200 words on the following topic. 

Your friend is going to have a job interview. Discuss this issue giving him/her advice on how to do well.  

 

The following ideas may help: 

 

- knowing the basics (C.V., skills, qualifications) - good appearance 

- arriving early     - smiling 

- taking deep breath      - wait time for answering 

- positive attitudes     - telling the truth 

- asking questions                - self-confidence 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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1. Sentence Writing   
Please follow the rubrics. 

 

Every sentence gets 3 marks: 0 or 1 for Meaning, 0 or for Vocabulary, 0 or 1 for Grammar 

 

 Meaning Vocabulary Grammar 
A complete sentence that has 

meaning related to the prompt. 

Accurate and specific word choice that fully 

describes the picture, the situation, the cause 

and effect. 

Gender, pronouns, person agreement, tense, 

plural, etc., must all be correct. 

Correct 1 1 1 

Incorrect 0 0 0 

 

Remarks: 

 

* If all the sentences are simple, the first TWO Correct Sentences get full marks and  

   the other THREE sentences half of the mark even if correct. 

* If all or most of the sentences are compound or complex, give full marks for each  

   CORRECT sentence. 

* Any written piece that might reflect any of the following will be scored Zero: 

- Canned (sentences/ essays)  

- Romanized Arabic (sentences/ essays)  

- Memorized (sentences/ essays)  

- Clichés (sentences/ essays)  

- Copying the prompts or chunks from other parts of the text 
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2. Writing Essay     
 

Points Content* Grammar & Syntax Vocabulary Organization Spelling/Punctuation 

5 

Writes with a clear purpose. 
 

A range of ideas that are well 

structured. 

Writes using a combination of 

sentences – simple, compound 

and complex where meaning is 

clear. 
 

Maybe be some minor errors. 

A wide range of accurate 

and appropriate word 

choices that fully express 

complete ideas. 
 

May use idioms. 

Logical sequence 

introduction, body, conclusion 

 

Ideas supported in the body of 

the text. 

Uses sentence level punctuation most 

of the time. 
 

Spells complex words correctly most 

of the time. Spelling of common 

words is consistently correct. 

4 

Writes with some 

understanding of purpose. 
 

Presents some ideas on the 

topic.  

Writes using simple sentences. 
 

Meaning is mostly clear.  

Appropriate vocabulary 

used but not always clear.  

Uses paragraphs with some 

sequence and organization 

evident but lacks an element 

e.g. introduction or 

conclusion.  

Uses some sentence level punctuation 

e.g. commas. 
 

Spells complex words correctly 

intermittently.  

Spelling of common words is correct. 

3 

Presents one idea within the 

topic with some elaboration. 

Writes with some errors of 

tenses, prepositions, pronouns, 

subject/verb agreement. 

Simple vocabulary 

choices. 

Common words used 

appropriately. 

Uses paragraphs with some 

sequence evident e.g. within 

the body only. 

Uses capital letters and full stops. 
 

Spells some common words correctly. 

2 

Presents only one idea within 

the topic without any 

elaboration. Content limited.  

Writes simple sentences with 

some confusion.  

Simple vocabulary used 

appropriately sometimes.  

Sequence is not clear.  Punctuation sometimes used correctly. 

 

Spelling interferes with meaning.  

1 
Content vaguely address the 

topic or question. 

Writes a list of words with a 

little / very confusing meaning. 

Limited expression / 

repeated structures and 

vocabulary. 

Sequence is not evident, could 

be a list of words. 

Capital letters and full stops not used. 

 

Spelling interferes with meaning. 

0 Non Attempt / Off-point 
 

Remarks: 

* Any written piece that might reflect any of the following will be scored Zero:  

- Canned (sentences/ essays)  

- Romanized Arabic (sentences/ essays)  

- Memorized (sentences/ essays)  

- Clichés (sentences/ essays)  

- Copying the prompts or chunks from other parts of the text 

The End 


